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diverse



chaotic



confusing





dreamy idealism

“information wants
to be freeeee”



economic pragmatism

“it's the best way to
get things done”



Australia:
The Clever Country



Australia:
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Really?



The 2002 National Report on Schooling in Australia 
states that compared to previous years:

"the student–computer 
ratio had improved 

considerably in most 
schools and was 
approaching 5:1"



2000
Exports $7.7B, Imports $15B

ICT Deficit: $7.3B
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2005
Exports $5.3B, Imports $25B

ICT Deficit: $19.7B



who will save us
from ourselves?





We want to create smart
innovators

But Australia creates smart 
well-trained consumers



K-12 ICT education
teaches which

buttons to click



“We have to teach
kids how to use

the software they
will encounter

in the workforce”
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True understanding does 
not come from rote 

memorisation of data 
with a use-by date
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Open Source 
empowers us to 

understand the how 
and the why as well 

as the what.



supply and demand:
the economics

of scarcity









China



China



Educating their population 
while learning from others by 

being a cheap outsourcer



Local innovation

Local business

Local productivity

Global opportunities
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Junta de Extremadura



22% unemployment

Shrinking population

Huge trade deficit





2002:

Regional Strategy on
Information Society



agricultural economy

industrial economy

information economy



agricultural economy

industrial economy

information economy



agricultural economy

industrial economy

information economy



To give every resident
access to all knowledge

gathered by society
throughout history



ubiquitous access to
computers in schools
and regional centers



Proprietary option:

Buy computers and
load them with 

Microsoft Windows,
MS Office, etc



3 major problems



Not localised

Magic boxes, not
educational tools

Too expensive
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gnuLinEx





Trained 15,000
teachers how

to use it



Distributed it 
throughout
the region



student:computer 
ratio of

2:1



Built

33
computing centers
in regional areas



Junta de Extremadura
Better computer/student

ratio than Australia

Converted trade deficit
into a trade surplus

Whole-of-government 
conversion to FOSS
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Opportunity for Australia?



Computers at school for year
9-12 using Federal Govt grants

to offset school capital
expenses such as hardware.

Rebates to parents who
purchase laptops for their kids.
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What can

we do?



Local innovation

Local business

Local productivity

Global opportunity
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pragmatism
vs

idealism
=

the FOSS community
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Open Source
Industry Australia

www.linux.org.au

www.osia.net.au


